THE   CHILDREN'S   OMNIBUS

CHAPTER   FOUR

How Blackstick was not asked to  the  Princess Angelica's

christening

WHEN the Princess Angelica was born, her
parents not only did not ask the Fairy Black-
stick to the christening party, but gave orders to their
porter absolutely to refuse her if she called. This
porter's name was Gruffanuff, and he had been selected
for the post by their Royal Highnesses because he
was a very tall fierce man, who could say "Not at
home" to a tradesman or an unwelcome visitor with
a rudeness which frightened most s*uch persons away.
He was the husband of that Countess whose picture
we have just seen, and as long as they were together
they quarrelled from morning till night. Now this
fellow tried his rudeness once too often, as you shall
hear. For the Fairy Blackstick coming to call upon
the Prince and Princess, who were actually sitting
at the open drawing-room window, Gruffanuff not
only denied them, but made the most odious vulgar
sign as he was going to slam the door in the Fairy's
fax:e! "Git away, hold Blackstick!5* said he. "I
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